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Christianity. Let even a considerable proficiency in
their writings be required of candidates for ordina-
tion. Let our churches no longer witness that un-
seemly discordance, which has too much prevailed,
between the prayers which precede, and the sermon
which follows.

But it may be enough to have briefly hinted at
the course of conduct, which in the present cir-
cumstances of this country, motives merely political,
should prompt us to pursue. To all who have at
heart tlae national welfare, the above suggestions
are solemnly submitted. They have not been urged
altogether without misgivings, lest it should appear
as though the concerns of eternity were melted down
into a mere matter of temporal advantage, or political
expediency. But since it has graciously pleased the
Supreme Being so to arrange the constitution of
things, as to render the prevalence of true religion
and of pure morality conducive to the well-being of
states, and the preservation of civil order; and since
these subordinate inducements arc not unfrequently
held forth, even by the sacred writers; it seemed not
improper, and scarcely liable to misconstruction, to
suggest inferior motives to readers, who might be less
disposed to listen to considerations of a higher order.

Would to God that the course of conduct here
suggested might be fairly pursued,! Would to God
that the happy consequences which would result from
the principles we have recommended, could bo real-
ized ; and above all, that the influence of true reli-
gion could be extensively diffused ! It is the best
wish which can be formed for his country, by one
who is deeply anxious for its welfare:

Lucem redde tuam, dux bone, patrite !
Instar veris enim vultus, ubi tuus
Affulsit populo, gratior it dies,
Et soles meliuw intent.